RAINBOWS OVER BIRDSHIT ISLAND

Lying about a mile off the coast of Oahu, a barren lump of black rock
peers toward the beach at Kailua and the Marine base at Kaneohe. Although
this tiny volcanic excrescence has a lilting Hawaiian name, locals generally know
it by its haole translation: "Birdshit Island."

| left the white sand beach under brilliant sunshine, hoping to see a turtle
during the swim. Perhaps halfway there, the sky turned the color of wet
Pennsylvania slate, and a dump truck squall churned the placid shallows into a
tropical waterfall. The knot of furious rain passed over and hovered above
Birdshit Island. The sun broke through the trailing clouds, and as | drifted in a
pool of living turquoise, a perfect rainbow arched over the island and grinned
happily before eventually surrendering to the wind.

What does this have to do with wine? Frankly, not very much... unless
you consider the choices we make every day. It would be easy to thrash all day
in a mildewy hamper, grumbling about tailgaters, taxes, tonsillitis, and parking
tickets. Guess what? The pierced panhandlers, pinched politicians, and pithed
bureaucrats really don't care what you think, and you are free to be totally
miserable without encumbrance of society's sympathy.

On the other hand, you can choose to light a candle, sing along with Mick,
call a friend, and open a bottle of wine with dinner.

Get up early, go for a walk in the rain, say something kind to an old man,
look at what the spider made, take the curvy road home...if you're lucky, maybe
nature will put a rainbow over your island. (Then again, maybe the birds will get

you....)

Keep your eyes and your heart open. Try Salamandre.

Salamandre Wine Cellars is a small family winery located two miles inland
from the beaches of Aptos, sheltered by redwoods, and surrounded by optimistic
salamanders. We are proud of our premium wines, including Chardonnay,
Merlot, Pinot Noir and small quantities of exotic varietals. We are equally
pleased to offer our "Long Toed" Red, White, and Rosé for everyday
cheerfulness.



