A Turner’s Holiday Gift for an Outdoors Person

December, 2025

A 40 lb propane tank is a fixture for a huge
number of campers, BBQ’ers, and outdoor
patio dwellers in the cold months.

It’s also handy for some of us who need to heat
a shop up to 50 degrees in the winter.

But the top of that device is inhospitable, if
not vaguely medieval, for sitting.

However, it’s circular!

Softball for a woodturner.




It’s child’s play to
make an 8” or 9”
diameter disc from
scrap wood.

Glue up probably
more secure than
a single board.

Callit a “seat.”

Here’s the cool
part.

Make a mortise in
the bottom to turn
the smooth upper
surface,

And then cut a
groove deep
enough to fit
snugly...but not
too tight...over the
circular frame.

Chamfered
contour for easy
seating

The mortise in the bottom also provides clearance so that the valve handle is not
touched. Verify and adapt before calling it done!



The new seat is a lot more comfortable than sitting on the steel cookie cutter.
It protects the valve and hose fixtures from inadvertent trauma riding in the pickup,
as well as shielding the delicate fittings from dirt, grit, and spills.

Ho Ho Ho!



