
Animation in Stone, Sky, and Wood 
 

Images and Whimsy from Wells Shoemaker, March, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A while ago I played with the theme of “Faces come out of the Trees.”  Yes, they do. 
 
Faces of all sorts of creatures tend to come out of the rocks, the clouds, and the water, 
too, as I’ll try to demonstrate! 
 
 

 
I don’t know who that creature down in Poison Springs Canyon really is, Henry, but don’t trust him!   

 
Right, Ellen. 

 
 



 
 

“Fossil” sandpiper, Death Valley—it used to be a beach after all! 
 

 
 

Duck “fossil” above Big Four Mine, Panamint Valley, Death Valley NP 



 
 

More “Fossils”— Rib Eye Steak above, baby Sea otters below 
 

 
 
  



 

 
Necking ducks at sunset over the Argus Range from my Panamint Perch 

 

 
Rubber Duck Cloud over Telescope Peak from Hanaupah Canyon...lighted by a blue moon 

Low lying Jupiter hovering above Telescope Peak 



 
 

Flying Swan...or the Concorde 
 

      
Sky Scorpion                                                       Dinosaur Track  



 
The Eyes Definitely Have it  

 

   
 

Flanks of Walker Peak, Capitol Reef                              Dolomite inclusions, Marble Canyon, DV 
 

 

   
 

Navajo Sandstone, Fish Creek Cove                                            Eyes of Lime, Death Valley 
 
 

   
 

Picasso was here                                                                   Jabba, is that you? 
 

 



   
Here’s Lookin’ at You, Trinity Alps  

 

        
Lizard eye in New Zealand                                                   God’s eye, Butano Highlands 

 

 
Eyes of the Dirty Devil himself 



 
 

   
Cliff ghoul, Fish Creek Cove                                     Anguished prisoner of the cliff 

 

 
The Blob:  Redwood engulfs a boulder.  You’re next. 



 

 
Monzonite Sperm Whale breaching, Panamint Dunes in back 

 

 
Whales eye, Juniper Snag, Utah 

 



    

Stoned Elephants are Everywhere 

     



Reptiles and Amphibians in Abundance 
 

 
Dinosaur with a sense of humor...screw that asteroid anyway 

 

 
Mr. Toad Gargoyle, Brassiere Butte in back, Burr Point, Dirty Devil Overlook 



 
Pre Columbian toad gargoyle 

 

   
Snakes on a Plain 



 
 

Salamander embryo, of course 
 

 
Pollywog 

  



 

Crocodiles:  Death Valley limestone above and Marovo Lagoon tributary, Solomon Islands, below 
 

 

  



    
 

Bear with us 
 

 
Or in this case, here, Kitty Kitty....  



 

 
 

Bird Pecker arch 
 

   
Beakers 



 
Owl face, granite mortars in ancient human community, unmarked location in Anza Borrego 

 

 
Swooping stony Owl inclusion in limestone, Dead Horse Canyon, Death Valley 

 



 
Flying owl, limestone in unnamed canyon near Dedeckera Pass 

 

 
Salamanders are watching you...flanks of Thompson Peak above Grizzly Lake 

 
  



 
 

Skull Rocks:  Prehistoric Beaver, Hanaupah Canyon alluvial fan.  Telescope Peak above  
 

“ Hard Rock Dinosaur,” Virgin River Narrows, Zion, below 
 

 



 
Owl eye arch, Powell Point palisades 

  



 

Eyebrows and Eyelashes at the Eureka Dunes 
 

 

               

 

 
                                             You can hike, but you cannot hide....  



    
Creepy chicken foot branches                                      Sandstone lady with parasol chasing Bullwinkle 

 

 
Mickey Mouse having his way with Bugs Bunny.   

Why do you do that?  Because we like you... 



 
 

We like Shoes, too 
 

 
 

Snail in the wind 



     
 

Peace and Happiness in California 
 

 



 

Find balance in life 
 

 
 

Namaste 


